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THE BRETHREN'8 EVANGELIST. 


j. 


aud your prayers, and I am made the stronger 
for it. This is one of the things that we can 
hardly explain why it is so, but we know it is 
so, we know it, and that is the most interest- 
ing part about it. The power of social influ- 
ence is so decided and so generally acknowl- 
edged that it has been given expression by 
the adage (which we all accept to be true,) 
"Even misery loves company." 

Second in order but not second in import- 
ance, is the consideration or the educational 
influence of the Sunday school convention. 
We come together to learn. We want to 
learn of one another. It wo'nt do for the one 
who thinks he knows bnt little to excuse him- 
self from attending the convention, neither will 
it do for the one who thinks he knows all to 
absent himself. Those who know much can 
teach those who know bnt little, and those 
who know little can leam from those who 
know much. Bat it sometimes happens that 
those who know little can teach those who 
know much, and those who think they know 
all are sometimes the oues who might learn 
the most if they could be made to receive it. 
I was present a tew years ago at a chnrch 
conference, held near (I don't want to be per- 
eonel) held nearan historical school house iutbe 
State of Indiana, when Sunday schools were 
restrained by mandatory legislation. Pend- 
ing the discussion of the question before the 
convention, an aged bishop made a thunder- 
ing speech against Sunday school convention. 
The principal argument (?) in his soeech was, 
♦hat S. S. conventions did not promote Sun- 
day schools. He knew of a Sunday school 
that had not been influenced by Sunday 
school conventions, and it was a very prosper- 
ous Sunday school. His opposition to Sun- 
day school conventions was analogous to the 
opposition of the rum-power to piohibition 
and had precisely the same effect on the con- 
ference. For just as every friend of the sa- 
loon votes against prohibition because it is 
such a grand promoter of the whiskey interest 
so every opposer to the Sunday school in that 
conference voted against Sunday school con- 
ventions, because tne bishop's argument had 
convinced them that Suuday school conven- 
tions were a hindrance to Sunday school work: 
But the Bishop in his effort against Sunday 
school conventions inadvertantly made a good 
Sunday school convention speech. He aid it 
by telling all about that successful Sunday 
school. He told of the organization of the 
teachers and officers, of the methods employed 
to make it attractive for the children as well 
as instructive. He told before that conference 
just what we tell one another at Sunday 
school conventions, and which is a principal 
feature of the conventions. He gave instruc- 
tions, and if he had not known it already he 
might have learned something by hearing 
some one else tell what he knew about Sun- 
day schools. What the present generation 
learns and what a single individual learns of 
other individuals tar outweighs the thoughts 
originated by a single individual or by a sin- 
gle generation. The truth of the matter is 
that the Sunday school described by the bish- 
op above alluded to, had borrowed all there 
was good of its methods and system from 
Sunday schools, conducted by other denomi- 
nations, who had improved their system and 
methods by the means of the conventions. 
Quite likely neither that bishop nor a single 
officer or teacher or scholar of the Sunday 
school he described would have ever thought 
of such a thing as a Sunday school if some 
one else before them would not have had ori- 
ginated the idea. Original thoughts are much 
scarcer than most people imagine. Like con- 
sistency, in certain quarters they are so rare 
as to be jewels indeed ; and when a good 
thought is originated by any one he should 
not withhold it but publish it abroad that 
others may know of it. If some of my breth- 
' ren have given special attention to Sunday 
school work, and have succeeded in bringing 
the Sunday schools under their supei vision to 
a high state of excellency, we want them to 
tell os how they did it, so we ean profit by it. 
If some of us have encountered difficulties 
that we were unable to surmount we want the 

Erivilege of asking the advice of the mem- 
ers of this convention. If you prove to us 
by argument that your advice is good we will 
accept it with thanks. If however the advice 
yon seek to give is only a narrow notion, yon 
entertain and yon have no argument to sus- 
tain it, I shall exercise my right to reject it, 
because we want it distinctly understood that 
this convention is hot an assembly of pretend- 
ed perfectionists with whom wisdom and pro- 
gress will die, and who will presume to en- 
force their views and opinions on others by 
mandatory legislation. We come here as 
free men and women, we come to learn but 
not to be dictated to. A Sunday school con- 
vention bears the same relation to the Sunday 
school work, as the teachers' institute bears 
to teachers of our common schools. The de- 
partment of education in our State considers 
these institutes of such importance that they 


give special encouragement to them and even 
insist on teachers attending them, and they 
have proven indispensable to the teacher who 
would keep up with the times in his profes- 
sion. The reason is plain. At the institute 
the teacher receives the benefit of the united 
experience of all the teachers, old and young, 
in the township or county, instead of relying 
solely on what he would learn of himself. 


OKGANl'AATIOX. ■ 

Organization is another of the objects of a 
convention, if it is deemed iiwiwar) or ex- 
pedient to engage in it. Among some inter- 
ests this is the principal part of the work. 
The convention assembles to advance. Every 
Sunday school is an organization by itself. 
If it is necessary to combine these organiza- 
tions into one for the purpose of accomplishing 
a work that one or a few of these organiza- 
tions could not accomplish singly, the con 
ventiou affords a means of doing this. If 
there is no work of this kind to be done such 
organization can of course be dispensed with. 
I believe the time is here for the brethren in 
this State to organize the work to some extent 
at least We should make arrangements so 
that we may be able to report to a future con- 
vention the number of Sunday schools and 
Sunday school scholars that are controlled by 
us. There should be inducements offered for 
the organization of new Suuday schools, aud 
gathering in of more scholars into those 
schools already organized. 

What I have said in this connection will 
apply equally to conventions in other depart- 
ments of church work. We should have min- 
isterial conventions and I believe also that we 
should have church conventions at regular 
and stated times. The abuse of anything is 
no argument against its use. If it were we 
would not have either a Sunday school or a 
church or anything else that is good. Con- 
ventions have their uses. They should be 
encouraged because they are instruments for 
good. They should be guarded against the 
abuses that others have been subjected to in 
the past. As means for social influence, edu- 
cation and organization, they are good and 
almost indispeusible. The object of a Sunday 
school convention is the object of the Suuday 
school itself, to labor to bring especially the 
young into a saving knowledge of Christ by 
instructing them in his word. It is a great 
and glorious work — a work not for time only, 
but tor eternity. 

THE REVISED MINUTES, 


A Medley. 

Dear Evangelist : You may hold up 
your hands in holy horror, and stand aghast 
with astonishment at receiving an article 
with such a caption as the above. But "such 
is life." "Many a slip twixt the cup and lip." 
Just now it apiiears as if both these antiquat- 
ed sayings would be realized. But then, "the 
most cunningly devised plans of men and 
mice often fail of good results." No doubt in 
the minds of many of the old time "war 
horses" of the church, there are grave fears as 
to the fate of these time-honored and too much 
idolized traditions of t he church. A fear ot 
their coming into disrepute, falling into decay 
and thus meeting an untimely end. There 
seems to be great need now of some to cry, 
"Great is Diana ot the Ephesians." Also 
some to throw dust in the air. But like the 
old tenrple of the goddess, though built of 
granite, built to resist the crumbling, devas 
tating forces of storm and sunshine, of win- 
ter's cold and summer's heat. Built to with- 
stand the war of elements, to defy the earth- 
quake's heaving shock or tumbling wave, 
they must come to an end by the same forces 
that conceived them, and die by thesame prin- 
ciples that put them forth and so carefully 
fostered them. The minutes became antiquat- 
ed, obsolete. That which was once founded 
upon the tock of eternal, unchanging princi- 
ple, has changed and fallen into decay. It 
became ready to vanish. The ever-changing 
mind of man clamored for a change. It came 
from the right source. Those w-ho held all 
these principles, saw, as with argus eye, the 
stern necessity ot change. Revision "proved 
to be the only side door available. Too sa- 
cred yet to be thrown out of the back door 
where all the oflal goes. Too strong to be. 
kicked out at the front. But the Bide door 
way seems too narrow for so large a casket, 
with so huge a body in it. Too many sym- 
pathizing friends there to throng it. What is 
to be done. The exhortation is, "handle it 
with care." 
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aside and begin anew. But, dear brethren, 
as you love the word of God and value the 
souls of men, begin with the word of God, 
continue in it, and end thereby. Then God 
will say, of you and to you, "Well done," 
Next, take the revised minutes, read one 
section at a time. Allow no discussion, 
adopt without a disseuting vote. What an 
annual meeting that would make. Rather, 
what on all year meeting that would make. 
Unless the change iu the annual meeting has 
been magical, eternity would not be long 
enotigh to adopt all. Before that would be 
accomplished, the mighty angel would stand 
on sea aud land and swear that time should 
be no more. Then at la6t Gabriel's trumpet 
wonld trump out, no, and the revised minutes 
would fail. No. brother S. it won't go. 

Then brother W. gives his opinion. He, 
too, sounds the tocsin, be careful. Refers to 
some serious blunders. But as we do not 
have the revised or any other minutes, his 
ideas are too vague to comprehend. Yet it 
ap|K-ais that his mind is very much exercised 
in the matter. He is informed. He studies 
the minutes. List while he blows the trum- 
pet, lest a mistake is made and thus the last 
error be worse than the first. 

Then follows brother E. His mind is 
exercised in a different channel. He fears 
the cteed business. "If adopted, those not 
members, will regard them as a creed." Yes, 
ain't the minutes our creed on the subjects 
with which they deal V Then why object to 
a revised creed ? "Give no occasion for the 
adversary to entice the innocent." The ad- 
versary loves creeds. He hates God's word. 
Then why not take the word of God at once 
and save all this jargon. " Avoid all this con- 
fusion. "The woixl won't divide us." Then 
what did ? It is admitted the minutes did. 
How much we are like the toper with his 
brandy bottle, hug the cause of all our trou- 
ble and sorrow to our bosom. Oh, for heav- 
enly eye-salve. For a divine Epbphatha. 

Then comes the editor and tells us that the 
work ot the annual meeting as a legislative 
body Is about finished. My brother, have a 
care You might say too much.. "Leading 
brethren" always have denied that annual 
meeting is legislative. But actions speak 
louder than words. Socrates, for telling the 
truth, had to drink the hemlock at seventy 
years ot age. It was bitter, it killed. Just bo 
too much plain speech, too much 

fiven the cup to others. Yes, have a care, 
'his certainly is a medley, Out it is the best 
that can be made out of it. J if. 

East Coventry, Pa. 


tain and keep the whole scripture and when 
members err, to 'bind and loose' by the word 
— not to be construed as congregational or 
disrespectful to annual meeting." Brother 
Kimmel referred to the "musical instrument" 
aud "female hat" clauses and a remark that 
he dropped in this connection was that we 
are hypocritical if we send delegates to help 
make and adopt a thing if we are not subor- 
dinate until it is changed. Brother Pollard 
put one particular question that has bothered 
so many, *'He would like to know how far the 
minutes were to be obligatory if adopted." 
Brother Johnson replied "that tbey were ob- 
ligatory only where direct scripture, and ad- 
vice elsewhere — better than this" referring to 
Plum Creek petition. 

Brother Pollard pointed out to them "how 
inconsistant they were and impracticable, re- 
ferring to stands ( when we are on one,) and 
that our colleges must refuse to allow musi- 
cal instruments, &c., and that if we adopt, we 
are Tfvthg as an" inconsistent denomination." 
Of course he was branded by brethren, to me 
iu private, as another young "Holsinger" in 
the church. Brother Val. Blough said we 
did not properly confide iu the annua) meet- 
ing in reference to "direct Scripture" "and 
spirit and meaning" and that if he had not 
confidence in annual meet ing enough to think 
that they decide according to "spirit and 
meaning" of scripture, he would stay away 
from district and annual meetings. 

Brother Pollard — "Brother Moderator I" 
Lint — "We will not allow you auother speech 
on the question, only an explanation." The 
question was finally decided by 7 voting to 
send up and 20 against. The remainder of 
the business I did uot hear, but I was pretty 
well satisfied with what I heard, and so I re- 
turned with Mr. E. E. Pattoa, the congenial 
B. & O. R. R. agent with whom 1 came. 

R. Z. kKI*I.(t»il-K. 

May 22, 2S84. 
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the dog return 
vomit ? The sow to her mire pit V No, a 
thousand timet, no. If free, why not stay 
free ? Why seek to he bound again ? Next, 
lay both the old and the revised minutes 


From R. Z Replogle. 

In my last I had returned to Somerset 
county. I staid with the brethren of Middle- 
creek" church over Sunday, and though a 
German Baptist congregation, there are a 
number of Brethren among them. I preach- 
ed for them to a good congregation and with 
goo i interest, although there was some un- 
usual proceedings gone through with previous 
to the sermon. 

The following Sundav the 18th, I was with 
the Brethren at Jones Mills, at their dedica- 
tion services, in company with brethren 
Hildebrand and Wampler. I was much sur- 
prised to find such a fine house completed aud 
almost paid for. The future for these breth- 
ren looks favorable. Brethren Hildebrand 
and Wampler are continuing a meetiug there, 
from which I expect to hear of good results, 
from the indications I saw while there 1 . 

The next item of interest along the line, 
outside ot college work, was a naif day at 
district meeting of Western Pennsylvania, 
The first business after my presence, was a 
petition from D mining's Creek chureh. ask- 
ing that sisters be required to pay same as 
brethren at annual meeting ($100 each). 
Passage defeated. Indian Creek reported : 
"No queries, but ask for a committee." Graut- 
ed without asking a single question. Suppose 
all must have known what for. Jacobs Creek: 
No delegates present, but a petition asking 
annual meeting through district meeting to 
reconsider Art. 3 of Minutes of 1833, in re- 
gard to re-baptism, &c." Moderator (C, G. 
Lint) said : "I feel a delicacy in handling this 
querv, because we do not know what the 
"Ac.* 1 is. We do not want to bind our hands 

be included 
Broth- 
er Detwiler and brother Hatmawalt said, "it 
means what is included in the Article referred 
to — no more no less." Brother Johnson said; 
"Inasmuch as we cannot fully understand (?) 
this question I move we returnit from whence 
it came." Eld Kimmel, "I have looked up the 
revised minutes and there is something in it I 
would like to have changed, but do not wish 
to have discussed." Motion to return &c 
put and carried. Plum Creek "asked district 
meeting to ask annual meeting to reduce re- 
vised minutes to as small a bulk as possible 
and to consider as advice only, as^ they for- 
merly were, and require all churches to main- 


Unfurl the Gospel Banner, 

The good work is still goiug on, the ban- 
ner is afloat upon the breeze, and sad hearts 
have had reason to rejoice. Only a week ago 
brethren A. J. Hixsou and W. J. H. Bau- 
man, the noted missionaries of Kansas, ap- 
peared in our midst. They held meetings for 
several days in the German M. E church, 
truth, "has I wn ' cn had been formerly occupied by the 
German Baptists once a month. After a few 
meetings, in setting forth the principles ot the 
Gospel as understood and practiced by the 
progressive brethren, it became apjwueut that 
a new organization was needed at Law- 
rence. 

There are a large number of German Bap- 
tists in this county, and as in many other 
places, are becoming tired of compulsory 
principles, (not sustained by the gospel) and 
are beginning to look tor something higher 
than mere wrangling beneath the decisions of 
man-made authority. On May 26th, a num- 
ber of the members yet identified with the 
German Baptist church, met by previous ar- 
rangement at the house of brother Jamea 
Litchfield, which resulted in the organization 
of a little band of seventeen members, who 
uow style themselves the Church ot the 
Brethren at Lawrence, Kansas. The begin- 
ning is small, however, but one consolation 
we nave is, that it has plenty of room to grow 


by passing something that may 

in the '&c.' and tot know what it is. 


aud every indication is that it will grow, T as 
prospects are indeed flattering. 

Among the members of the little body are 
our esteemed brother Elder Joseph Michael 
and wife, who will take charge of the church. 
There were also two deacon* elected, viz : 
brethren James Litchfield and J. C. Stude- 
baker. 

Brethren Ilixson and Ban man have un- 
doubtedly done a good work here, and we 
can recommend them as brethren of sound 
principles. They have imparted to us the 
sincere milk of the word, for which we have 
many reasons to be thankful. One noticeable 
feature that they can be complimented upon 
is, that they have persuaded no one to change 
their relations, but simply preached the word 
with power, and we have seen the result 

The members feel encouraged that they 
have been able to throw off the fetters of 
mandatory principles, and breathe anew the 
pure air of liberty, by re-adopting the Gospel 
of Christ only, as their perfect law. We are 
by no means done, the landmarks are bnt dim- 
ly struck, and we have as yet the greater 
work to do. By earnest toil, and a united ef- 
fort in connection with the blessings of ' 
we trust we will succeed. 

E. J. Wobst. 

Lawrence, Kansas, May 26, 


A chnrch without accessions of new oonverto 
to nurture and train is as dull and Joyless all 
a family without children. Converting powar 
is the mark of the true New Teetame* 
church. 


